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MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR

H.E. Mr Kinichi Komana

[ am writing this in Japan, where | am staying
with my family for a vacation. During my stay
here, | am planning o all on some people
and visit some places with connection ™

Ethiopia.

One of these is the City of Oda, which is
located in Shimane-Prefecture, and hosts a
shrine associated with the legendary story of
the birth of Japan. However my purpose in
visiting the Shimane-Prefecture 15 to see the
old Twami Silver Mine, which was depleted a
long rime ago. Bur, recenty it has been
reborn a2 a UNESCO World Heritage site.

When the lwami Silver Mine was working,

the silver produced was exported from Oda
Porr, thus bringing abour abundant wealth o
the town. We can still see many rich wooden
houses which were buile in the town those
days, one of which has been transported 1o
Gondar and reassembled as the Japan-Ethio
Culmural Center. The Fasilides Castle and the
Iwami Silver Mine were both thriving in the
16ch and 17th centuries when the Portuguese
were active in both counrries. Given these
similarities. in_historical background, 1 hope
that peopleto-peaple and localityto-localiny
relarions berween these cities will emerge in
the futtre as a harbinger of relationships of

the same kind.

During my vacation, 1 will also call on the
“Tree of Life” people, who are introducing
Berete-Uera forest coffee in Japan. Ethiopin
used to be extremely rich in foreses: Although
this is becoming u story from the past, it is
also true that there are still huge areas of the
country covered with dense foliage, such as
the Berete-Gera Forest near Jimma. JICA
experts are there o support the local commue-
nity in improving their livelihood while pre.
serving the virgin forest, Local people are

well aware of the importance of co-habirating

with nature. However, population pressure
has obliged local people o cur down trees
and clear the land for cultivation. This helps
people remporarily, but not from the long
term perspective. The purpose of the JICA
project is to help the local community o find
concrete ways and means for adding value w
the local products, for the time being mainly
coffee, such as getting certificares of authen-
ticity for forest coffec and roasting it on the

ground, instead of selling the beans,

The “Tree of Life” people are business people
working to make aroma-therapy an industry.
They are keen to support local commumities
in developing countries in the process by
helping them add and create value by them-
sélves in order to per more share from their
products. For Berete-Gera forest coffee, they
are poing to support local people in roasting
and packaging of the coffee themselves and

marketing it in Japan.

All initiatives of this kind will help us in not
only widening bur also diversifying and deep-
ening pood relations berween Japan and
Ethiopia. Therefore, | have every reason

sipport them and hope for their success.

JAPAN EXTENDS 70 MILLION BIRR GRANT AID FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ADDIS ABABA

A prant  agreement - signing  ceremony
between the Government of Japan and the
Gevernment of the Fedeml Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia wok place on 21 May
2009, ar the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development (MOFED). H.E
Mr. Kinichi Komano, Ambassador of Japan
to Ethiopin and H.E. A Ahmed Shide,
Stare Minister of Finance and Economic

Development, signed the grant agreement.
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Under the grant agreement, the Government
of Japan extended a prant aid with an
amotnt of 70 million Ethiopian Bire for the
implementation of the Program for the Con-
srruction of Primary and Secondary Schoals
in Addis Ababa.

On the occasion of the signing ceremony,
H.E. Mr. Kinichi Komano explained thar the

construction of these primary and secondary

email: japan-embassyir ethionetet

schoals is to contribute to the effores of the
Ciovernment of Echiopia o promote gquality
education and expand access o education
with special emphasis on primary education
in underserved areas. Compared o other
regions, in cenmal Addis Ababa the student
enrdlment mtio is relatively pood, however,
on the ourskires of dhe city, there are still
challenges for school age children to secess
school and for the provision of qualioy

education.
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THE LAUNCHING OF A BILATERAL INDUSTRIAL POLICY DIALOGUE

Invitation to share Eastern experience

In July 2008, a number of Japancse
economists, including myself, were invited to
Addi= Ababa m arrend the African Task
Force mecting of the Initiatve for Policy
Dialogue (ATE/TPD) coorganized by Prof.
Joseph Stigliz {(Columbia University) and the
Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA). In that meeting we had the honor of
explaining the East Asian experiences of
industrial policy formulation in the presence
of H.E. Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. He
was particularly interested in skill and tech-
nology development, such as JICA's practical
assistance o raise factory productivity in
Tunisia. A few days later, the Prime Minister
Japanese  Ambassador  Kinichi
Komano to request a two-pronged project to

called

enrich Ethiopian industrial straregy with

Prof, Kenichi Ohna

Japanese  knowledge. The first component
was policy dialogue with GRIPS and JICA,
and the second waz a factory-level producriv-
ity improvement program  called  kaizen,

similar to the one in Tunisia.

After months of intense preparation and
discussion, on June 2, 2009, the first
Ethiopia-Japan High Level Forum was held
in Addiz Ababa to officially launch the
requested two-year bilateral cooperation. In
the policy dialogue session of the Forum, we
evaluared the current starus of Agricultural
Development Led Induserialization (ADLI),
which s policy
backbone. Economic Advisor to the Prome
Minister, Newai Gebreab, MOTI State
Minister Tadesse Haile, JICA Vice President,
Kuroki,
presided at the session. Sepa-
rately, | submirted my paper on Democratic

Ethiopia's  economic

Masafumi and  Ambassador

Komano

Developmentalism (DD) and ADLI to the
Prime Minister. Five days later, he wrote me a
long letter with many substantive comments.
I have had many opportunities to discuss
policies with leaders and ministers in various
countries, but there is no prime minister like
Mr. Meles anywhere in the world.

Inputs to Ethiopia’s evolving policies

Ethiopia's development strategy has evolved
steadily in response to changing circum-
stances and palicy makers' cumulative knowl-
edge on policy making. In the mid 1990s,
a policy framework o upgrade smallholder
agriculture, on which the majority of the
population depended, was designed. In the
early 2000s, the medium-term program to
realize ADLl was inidated, and support
measures for commercial agriculiure and
urhan industries and  SMEs{Small and
Medium Enterprises)were added. In recent
years, 2 number of industries such as leather
and flowers grew rapidly albeit from a very
low base, Ar the same dme, step by step, the
Ethiopian Government acquired the method
of industmial policy through learning-by-
doing and donor assistance. Now it wants o
expand the policy scope further o include
import substitution industries in addition to
exportoriented ones,

Ethiopia plans t© uopdate is  fiveyvear
development plan, called the PASDEP, for
the period of 2010/11-2015/16. We hope
that our policy dinlogue will serve as a useful
inpur to this effort, especially for drafring the
industry.chapter of the next PASDEP. There
are fundamental differences between  the
East and the West in industrialization policy
direction. East Asian experts often empha-
size handson prgmatism, concrete aspects
af industry and agrculture, and the desire o
see the pupil carch up and gradunte after a
certain amount of assistance. Generally
speaking, Japanese experts, are better at
supplying concrete  ingredients than propos
ing a grand framework for development and
ODA. We believe that the two approaches
are complementary and that Japan can bring
something new to Africa which has been
immersed mosty in the Western way of
development.

Frof. Kenichi Qhma
National Graduate Instinate for Policy Studies (GRIPS)

The next step in bilateral dialogue

In the next policy dinlogue, expected in a
few months, we would like w raise cross
curting issues and alrernarive oreanizational
arrangements for industrial policy formula-
tion from the pemspective of East Asia. In
subsequent sessions, we will go deeper into
the details of concrete policy issues. Japan

has conducted development policy dialogues

Amb, Keesano, Mr. Ksmoii, HE Ao Newai, and H.E Ao Tadeue

with many countries: Arpenting, Vietnam,
Thailand, Indonesia, and Lans. Our ream,
the GRIPS Development Forum, also gives
action-oriented advice to a number of coun-
tries in East Asia and Ladin America. By the
kind of the
Ethiopin is now added to the list of countries
which we will clesely monitor. In the coming

invitation Prime Minister,

years, we will continuously study the most
relevant issues raised by the Ethiopian
authorities and mavel o Addis Ababa every
few months o exchange analyses and propos
als with them.

Participants of the dizlogue

GRIFS 15 a Tokye-based prduate school spe-
cializing in policy formulation. The majority of the

students are foreign and many come from Ajfrica

including Ethiopia. The study on industmalization
strategies of latecomer ecomomies s one of the most
important topics of GRIPS researchers. We offer
not only theories but abso pragmaric advice to byild
public and private capabilities for development

and induserialization.
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GRASSROOTS HUMAN SECURITY PROJECTS (GGP)

Inauguration Ceremonies for Educational Projects Approved in 2008 took place in the

Somali and Amhara Regions

Every year, the Embassy of Japan conducts around 25 Grassroots Human Security Projects in Ethiopia. This project is designed to provide assistance m
development projects that are implemented by non-profit organizarions, including non-governmental organismrions, community-based organizations and
local authorities. In the Japanese fiscal year 2008, the Embassy approved 24 projects and already three projects have been complered in the Somali and

Ambari regions,

On 23 and 24 May 2009, H.E. Mr. Kinichi
KOMANO, Ambassador of Japan o Ethiopia,
attended two ceremonies o inaugumte educe
tonal projects in Jijigs and Gode, Somali
Regional State. People in the Somali Region
have been suffering from the difficuley in access-
ing basic soctal services, such as schoals and
hospitals for a long time. This project therefore
focused on basic education for those who have
been prevented from going o school so far for
VATIOUS TEASONS,

One project was implemented in the Waaji
Kebele Jiiga Zone, which has a scarcity of edu-
carional facilies, including primary and sec
ondary schools, Formal schooling & nor
available in this ares. This project was designed

An inauguration ceremony for a school con-
struction and water projecr ook place on 14
June 2009 at the Primary School in Basona
Worine Woreda in the Amharm MNational
Regional Srate.

Basony Wormna Woreda is one of the preas
which faces a shortage of primary schools as
well as low quality of education, In partcular,
the guality of educarion has emerged as a great
challenge for schools. For instanice, in Basona
Worina Woreda, children are forced ro study in
a dusty and dark classroom, which sccommoe
dares more students than it can comfortably
hold. This school environment affects not only
the children's health bur aleso their comprehen:
sion of classes becatase less attention is given o
ench child in such & packed classroom. In
addition w educarional problems, the project

Somali Region

by an NGO called Save the Rural Society wo
construct school blocks and to provide school
furnirure.

The other project was implemented in the
Gode Kebele, Gode Zone, which  has
overwhelming numbers of Internally Displiced
(IDPs)  and  reparriared  people
As a result, the school cannor accommodare all
schoolaged children. To solve this problem, an
NGO alled Associaton Develop Horn (AD
Horn) constructed  additional school blocks
funded by the Government of Japan. Now the
sthool serves the educational needs of 320
pupils in these additional blocks.

Peaple

The Government of Japan considers education

Amhara Region

the lack of safe.
water and a lot of children are forced to drop
our of school because they are required o share
the heavy burden of ferching water, walking a

area is also suffering from

long distance every day,

In onder w sobve both the educational and
warer  problems, Deweloping the  Family
Together, which is a local NGO working for
women's rights, HIV/AIDS prevention, and
income penerating sctiviries in the project area,
requested the Embassy of Jupan to construce 3
primary school as well as to drill a bore hole for
a well for the Sarin Community in' Basona
Worana Woreda in Amhara, The Embassy,
moved by the strong incenmive and motivation
of the community, signed & contract on 8 Sep-
tember 2008, for the amount of 85,570 US
dollars for the project named, “the Project for

as a pillar of the furure of every community,
which evenrally contribures  to the economic
and social development in Ethiopia. Suppore
ing educarional projects in the Somali Besion,
which has limited manpowes, has a great impact
on developing human resources in the area. In
his remarks, H.E. Mr. Komano said he was
pleased 1o see the completion of the projects
and the students enjoying a better learning emvi-
He expressed his reg
communities and woreda offices for their
imolvement in completing  this  project

ronment. s to these

Moreover, he sincerely hoped that the commu-
nities would maintain the schools in pood con-
dirion so that they could provide educarional
apportunities for students in the area for o long
rime. k

the Saria Community development in Basona
Worana Woreda, Amhara”, It is expected that
this school will provide better quality education
o more than 600 children from around dhe
project area and the drilling of a bore hale well
will aleo improve access to sife water while con-
rributing to reducing children's burden of
fetching water

Mr. Yoshinori Kimmurm, Fist Secretary of
Embassy of Japan, in his speech ar the inaugura-
tion ceremony expreszed his profound gradmde
to the people in the Saria Communicy for their
deep devotion to the completion of the project
el srressed] his sincere wish thar the school
and new well would gready conmibure o
priwide educational oppormunities for more
children in the project area as well as to improve
people’s life by having aceess to safe warer,
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INAUGURATION CEREMONY OF OLYSET NET STITCHING FACTORY

On 27 June 2009, the first Olyset Net Stitching Factory in Ethiopia was inaugurared in the presence
of Japanese Ambassador H.E. Kinichi Komano, Minister for Ministry of Trade and Industry H.E.
Ao Girma Birru and Minister for Ministry of Health H.E. Dr. Tewodros Adhanom at the premises

of Kombolcha Textile S.C. in Kombolcha rown.

This factory produces Malaria Bed Nets using the Long Lasting Insecticidal Net, Olyser Ner, made

by a Japanese company, Sumitomo Chemicals. Olyser Net is a proven, effective tool in the fight

against malaria.

Olyser Net is fully recommended by WHO, confirming efficacy and durabiliy.

Inangumition Ceremony

Ins this factory, with the rechnical cooperation of
a Japanese smff member from Sumitomo
Chemicals, 300 staff manufacrure 3 million
Malaria Bed Nets annually. It is expected

increase its production up o 10 million and w

H.E Ambas

Malaria Bed Nekx to

countries.

ExXport

nelghboring

Pockaged Olset Net

BOY'S DAY FESTIVAL (TANGO NO SEKKU)

May 5th, the Boy's Day festival has a long
history of a thousand years, and began as a
custom of the samurai, the miliane-based
ruling class in the feudal period. It is one of
Japan's seasonal festivals and people tly carp-

shaped streamer, displiy Samurai dolls and

eat rice dumplings wrapped in bamboo leaves

(chimaki).

Armar, Swond, Bow and Armous

The sword and armor were a spiritual symbaol
of the samurai as it protected them from
injury or death while in batle. Nowadays,
when a boy iz born, the family displays an
armored doll with an  imitation sword,
wishing the boy to be sound in mind and
srrong in body, because it is believed that the
armor and sword will drive evil spirits our

and protect their bov from bad luck.

The use of the carpshaped smeamer iz con-
nected with the amazing ability of the carp o
survives it can live not only in clean streams
bur also in swamps and ponds. Inspired by
the legend that a carp swam up stream
against a rapid current and became a dragon,
people fly the carpshaped streamers to wish

their boy's success in life.

The Embassy of Japan held an event relared
tor the Boy's Day festival on May 11th ar the
Ambassador’s Residence. Ar the event the
said carpshaped streamers and the samurmi
dolls were displwed. The Ambassador also
referred o the similarity berween Japan and
Ethiopia’s culture. As a concrete example of
this, # Japanese tea ceremony and an Ethio-

pian coffee ceremony were demonstraned.

Another example of the similarity seen in
both countries’ raditional music was also
introduced. The event was successful in thar
it presented the culural similarity between
the rwo narions in the presence of esteemed
puests such as the State Ministers of Culure
and Tourism and diplomars from various

countries as well,

Coffer Ceremony
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