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MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR

Dear Readers,

H.E. Mr Kinichi Kormnano

Liceire at Addis Ababa University

This year coincides with the 20th anniversary
of the launching of the rhen called small
scale grant assistance scheme by the Japanese
Government. Through the passage of tme, it
has  evolved into the presenty called
community-based small scale and human
spcurity grant assistance program (GGP).
You mizhr have heard sbour evenrs and
ceremonies related 1o the projeces supported
by this financing scheme. 1f not, Fwill apprise
you of the gist of this scheme.

The goal of our development cooperation in
developing countries is clearly mentioned in
Japan's ODA  (Official  Development
Assistance) Charter: thar is to support the
realization of human security throughout

the world. My interpremtion of human
security is simple: it means people can
achieve securing a decent and berrer life with
hope for the future not only for themselves
but also for their children. Human securiry is
simple in meaning bue very difticulr in imple-
mentation and realizmton. Thewhole devel
opment cooperation program of Japan with
the Government of Ethiopia is designed
along these basic lines. However, we should
admit that this is not enough. We are always
asking ourselves how we ean reach the mose
needy people in the country.

One answer to this question is to collaborate
with NGOs, local administrations and devel-
opment associations, which are locared close
ro and working closely with the most vulner
able people, The community-based small
scale and human security prant assismance
progeam s aimed at financially supporting
the projects preparcd by these organizations
to directly help these otherwise neglecred
people. The projects include, among others,
the construction of schools, bridees, digeing
water holes ere. and supporting cooperative
activities and the like. Although the amount
of money we can donate to each project is
limited up o approximately LSS 100,000
fone hundred thousand  dollars), most
projects are completed with local inpurs such
as labor and locally available raw marterials
provided by the local people themselves.

Recently, 1 amended the completion
ceremony of one  of  those projects
implemented with the financial suppore of
this granr assistance scheme in
Libanos, Just about 200 meters below the
well known church at this site, there used to
be a brddge called Agad linking both sides of
the river with the same name. It was by the
order of Taiu that the bridee was first
comstructed about 90 years ago. However, the
bridee was destroyed by a strong earthquake
in the ecarly 19605, Since then, people living
on the other side of the river have been
disconnected from the benefits enjoyed by
the people living on the church side, mostly
women and elders. Mow, after over half a

Delre

century, the bridge has been reconstructed
and this has enabled the local administration
to locare the area’s health cenrer ar the far
side of the river. This is the first ever public
facility on the far side o be used by people of
the whole region.

This is an example of an annual average of 25
projects implemented through this grane
assistince  scheme to benefit people in
Ethiopin, making the counery the larpest
recipient of Japanese GOFP in Africa. We are
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and means w reach the people who really
need our cooperation.

JAPAN TO JOIN ANTI-PIRACY EFFORTS IN GULF OF ADEN AND OFF THE

On 28th January, the Minister of Defense issued an order ro the
Commander in Chief of the Self-Defense Fleet to prepare for
measures against pirncy off the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf

of Aden.

COAST OF SOMALIA

Piracy off the coast of Somalin and in the Gulf of Aden is a threat
t the intermational community including Japan, and is an issue
that should be addressed immediately, For measures against such

acts of piracy, the Minister of Defense plans to issue an order for

being.
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maritime security operations as an emergency measure for the ame

To cope with this situarion, the Commander in Chief of the Self-
Defense Fleet will carry out the necessary preparations for a swift
and appropriate implementation of mensures.

The Government of Japan conducted the field investigation in
Yemen, Djibouti, Oman and Bahmin from 8th w 20th February
for the purpose of gathering rechnical and specialized information
necessary to conduct reviews on hases of operation for vessels and
patrol aircraft as well as operational guidelines when an arder for
maritime security operarions is issued.
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- _JAPAN EXTENDS A 110 MILLION BIRR GRANT AID
FOR FERTILIZERS AND A WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

A prant  agreement  sioning | ceremony
berween the Government of Japan and the
Government  of the Federal Democraric
Republic of Ethiopia took place on January
23, 2009, ar the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Developmenr (MOFED). H.E.
Mr. Kinichi Komano, Ambassador of Japan
to Ethiopia and H.E. A Ahmed Shide,
Stare Minister of Finance and Economic
Development were the sipnatories.

The grant agreements, with a rotal amount of
110 million Edhiopian Birr, were signed for
the exrension of the following wo assistance
programs, MNon-project Grant Ald (NPGA)
allocated for the procurement of ferrlizers,
and Rural Water Supply in the Oromia
Repion.

(n the occasion , HLE. Mr. Kinichi Komano
explained thar, having recopnized the great
importance of food security in Ethiopia,

Japan  has been providing unswerving
assistance to  Edhiopia in  {fostering i
agricultural  productivity by providing
agricultural  inputs, mainly  fertilizers,

Since 1985, through the Grant Aid for
Underprivileged Farmers, and from 2004,
through its scheme of NPGA, including this
grant, Japan has extended a rotal amount of
1525 billion Japanese yen 1w date,
approximarely 1.68 hillion birr, for the
procurement of fertilizers. Ar this juncture,
His Excellency noted that the Government
of Japan will continue to enhance food
productivity  through  supporting  the
self - help effors of Ethiopia. In addition,

it was also noted that this grant is also aimed
to help alleviate the financial imbalance by
providing foreign currency for the import of
necessary commodiries.

H.E. Ambassador Komano further stated

that improved access to safe and clean w

plidg
is an essential component of development in
Ethiopis
water sector of this country with  the
drilling riegs and. other
equipment required for the maintenance of

apan has been contributing to the
provision of

those facilities. [n addition to water supply
facilicies, the development of human
respurce needs is required in order to carry
our the operation and maintenance of those
faciliries. Theretore, Japan has mrained more
than 1,700 people who are in charge of water

A Grane Agreement Sgning Ceemomy

and sanitation, ar the Ethiopian Water
Technology Center (EWTEC). Japan also
intends 1o disseminare the fruic of rthis suc
cessful project all over the country, through
experts tmained at EWTEC, oven where
direct support may be difficulr due ro various
Masons.

Finally, H.E. Ambassador Komano expressed
his frust that this grant aid would be imple
mented within its imeframe and wsed as effi-
ciently and effectively as possible so that it
make a suhstantial contiburion
towards improving the lives of the people

would

of Ethiopia. He alsa sincerely hoped thar
and
exist

this grant would serve m reinforce
promote  the pood that
between the two peoples and governments of

relations

Japan and Ethiopia.

ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING FOR SHOES AND GARMENT ENTREPRENEURS

Entreprencurship and management maining
was conducred for the owners of 42 shoe and
47 garment manufacturers at the Federal
Micro and Small Enrerprises Development
Apency (FeMSEDA) berween 3 November
and 17 December, 2008. This training was
organized by the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) in collaboration with
the Foundation for Advanced Srudics on
Internarional Development (FASID) and the
Ethiopian Development Research Institure
(EDRI). The maining consisted of 3 modules;
namely, 1) entrepreneurship, markering, and
business straregy, 2} producrion and guality
management, and 3) business accounting.
Each module lasred for B consecurive week
days between 5 pom. and 7.30 pom.

Fel: (251-011) S511088

Fax: (251-011) 5511350 PO Box 5650

Since all the participants had their own busi-
nesses to attend to during the day time, there
was initinl concern that they mighr not
survive a 24consecutive evening  training.
However, the cagerness of the participants m
learn soon proved thar such inidal concerns
were wrong, Surprisingly, evaluation resules
showed that 60% of the participants wished
that the maining had lasted longer.

The level of the participants varied. Some
were from very small companies, which are
just operareing on a more or less survival
basis while others are more smble. Yer,
one doesn't have m be an esmblished
owner of a company to be motivated to
become a successful - entrepreneur. As the
lecturer of Module 1, I constandy challenged

syiaethionetet

Avako Ishiwata
JICA Consultant

the participants  abour whether they were
willing o become an entrepreneur or just
remain as a normal proprietor of 1 company.
| gave an illusmrarive cxample from the story
of Mt. Soichiro Honda and told the partici-
pants how he was eager o develop the fasresr
motorcyele in the world when the Japanese
rechnology was globally unknown. Then 1
emphasized the importance of having a cear
vision, relarionships based trust and working
hard o realize the vision.

Many people in developing countries see
Japan only from the perspective of how she is
now but Japanese development could nor
happened withour wvery  talenred
entrepreneurs  like Mr. Honda, These
legendary entrepreneurs appeared with the

have
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Business Stmarepy Planning

advent of the lonpawaited peaceful and free

. economy afrer the disastrous war. Compared
to what it is now, | believe thar the business
emvironment is much more favorable o
nurmire entrepreneurship in Ethiopia: the
marker is rapidly srowing, ver there are still a
few competitive domestic enterprises,

Within the shoe and garment sectors, there

are already a few successful companies thar k

rapid growth. The
participants can observe - such  successes

have  experienced

closely bur simply following the steps of the
established companies will nor make them
more successful. In the mining: | rried m
equip them with a strategic way of thinking
which guides them to strengthen their core
competency that differentiares them from
others,

35 Exercise

Presentation and Discussion by the Brrticipants

The enthusiasm of the participants for the
training tlearly indicares thar Echiopia has a
good pool of potential entrepreneurs who are
eager to absorb knowledge for their growth.
Ir is my sincere hope thar some of the
participants will put into action whar they
have learned and become the most successtul
entrepreneurs in Ethiopia.

THE COMPLETION CEREMONY FOR
THE PROJECT FOR REHABILITATION OF TRUNK ROAD, PHASE 111, 9 FEBRUARY 2009

On 9 Febroary 2009, the Completion
Ceremony for the Project for Rehabilitarion
of Trunk Road, Phase 111 was held ar the side
of the Hedase Bridge. H.E. Ambassador
Komano rogether with H.E. Dr. Kassu Yilala,
Minister of Works and Urban Development
and Aro Zaid, Director General of the Ethio-
pinn Roads Authority celebrated the comple-
tion of this project.

This Project covered abour 40 km leneth of
road  rehabilimbon . berween  Goha
Tsivon in Oromia and Dejen in Ambhbara,

H.E. Dx. Kasu and H.E, Ambessadir

somano [
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gurating the Project

including construction of the 303 m. long
Hedase Bridee, which is buile over the Abay
River. The road is part of the Northern
Irunk Road linking Ethiopia and a neigh-

boring counery of Sudan.

The Government of Ethiopia is focusing on
improving the national road network in
order to connect porential agriculmral and
industrial areas with markers as a major
component of development policy in the
country. Japan has been supporting the
rchabilitation of the Addis Ababa - Debre
Markos Trunk Road including the Hedase
Bridge since 1998,

U the occasion, H.E. Ambassador Komano
announced further cooperation in the infra:
structure sector berween Japan and Ethiopia;
the 70 km Dejen - Debre Markos road reha-
hilication, the countermeasures against land-
sliding in the Abmw Gorpe, the rehabilitation
and replacement of bridees on federal roads
and the continuation of the capacity develop-

ment project for bridge management.
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JAPAN DAYS IN MEKELLE: KICK-OFF OF THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE UNIT IN MEKELLE

UNIVERSITY

venues in Mekelle.

Ambassedor Komano Markng the Kick off of @ Japanse Lemguge Limit

On-this accasion, Experts on Japanese culture gathered with the representarives of
the relevanr instimurions. Japanese movies, an exhibition on conremporary
Japanese architecture and workshops on herimge conservation took place ar several

MEKELLE UNIVERSITY, DEPARTMENT OF HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Mekele University, department of Heritage
Conservation was established aiming high
level of educarion in the field of herimge
conservation  in Ethiopia, as an  African
firstly  established institute
which specializes in a particular subject in
2007,

academicals

The department of Heritage Conservation
and
management method in natuml and cultural
heritage, such as conservarion scheme in
each region over Erhiopia.

carries on  educarion rescarch  of

The department  expands  research
activities on historical hetitage
conservation mainly in Tigray state, for
instance  Axum, cave association  and

monastery: meanwhile it aims to esmblish irs
position as a preceding  oreanisation in
heritage conservation study, in Ethiopia and
Africa, through holding conferences as for
conservation or international corporative
study.

Un the occasion of the establishment,
vehicles for rescarch and field work were

donated by lsumu motors through Keioo
University, which turned their acrivities into
more practical phase.

Ar present, the department promotes, as a
pilor  projecr of conservation  activity,
restoring  Gunda  Gundo  monastery,
conservation scheme of maditional hotises
that are buile based on unigue srone loading,
which are seen mainly in Mekelle ciry, Tigray
region, are carded on.

RESTORATION PROJECT OF GUNDA GUNDO MONASTERY

Gunda Gundo is a historical monastery in
Tigray, established in the 15¢th century, The
main church of the monastery, called ‘'Debre
Garzen’, domaped by an
earthguake several decades apo.

wits  seriously

In December 2002, CAT (Cultumal Associa-
tion of Tigray), Tourism Commission of
Tigray (TCT), Mekelle University and Keio
University, Japan, commenced a project to

Cunada Garnalo Momasery

Tel: (251011 ) S511088

Fax:

1) 5511350

restore Debre Garzen, mking inte account
not  only  the archirectural — aspect,
but also the historical, environmental and
socicreconomic aspects of the project. With
this in mind, the project was developed
mutually through workshops and resenrch.

The project ream also developed a long range
restoration  project  containing  three
campaion periods. The first period dates
fridm January 2008 to May 2009 during
which a remporary shelrer will be conseructed
and the fagade and damaged wooden beem
will be reconstructed. The second campaign
period commences in October 2010 and
runs to February 2011, Repair works for the
walls, magdas and floor will be underraken
during this period. The third period is
scheduled from Ocrober 2010 o February
2011 with the activities of maintaining the
roof and the exterior.

PO Box 56500 email: oo

According to the projeer  document,
participanes in this restoration project are
drawn from the Authoriny for Research and
Conservation of Cultire Heritape, the Tigray
Culrurl Association, the Mekelle Universioy,
the Gunda Gundo Monastery and Professor

Riichi Miyake, Conservamire Marional des
Arrz et Mériers(OCMNAM).

Bimd's-eve View of Gunda Grundn Monastery

On January 10, a kick-off event was held in Mekelle to cerebrate the start up of the -
Japanese Language Unit in Mekelle University.  This unit is the firse Japanese
language course which is established in Ethiopia. This unir started October 2008
with the support from the Japanese Foundation. This unie is established within
the College of Social Science and Language and aims ar three year program for
mastering Japanese language and culmre.
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